


SMPS Nebraska is a vibrant, growing organization. We now
have 66 members and would like to welcome the following
professionals who have joined the group in 2006:

€ Donald Wilson, Consulting Engineers of Omaha
€ Angie Gerlach, HDR
€ Kellie Hall, HDR
€ Lindsey Schwedhelm, HDR
€ Kandi Srb, HDR
€ Lisa Hinz, Kirkham Michael
€ Katie Sitzman, Olsson Associates
€ Tina Martin, RK Digital
€ Shawn Shea, RK Digital
€ Kevin Hall, The Schemmer Associates Inc.

If you would like information about joining SMPS, please
contact Nick Boyer, Membership Director, at
nboyer@eacg.com or 402.895.4700.
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Membership Minute 
by Wendy Harrison, LEO A DALY
wsharrison@leoadaly.com

Clear Your Schedule - 

SMPS Regional Conference Coming to Omaha 

by Angela Gallagher, Alvine Engineering
agallagher@alvine.com

On April 26 and 27, 2007, a resourceful group of speakers will con-
verge in Omaha to disseminate up-to-date information to A/E/C
marketers, business developers and principals at the SMPS Missouri
Valley Regional Conference: Marketing Crossroads.

The conference will be hosted by SMPS Omaha, Kansas City and St.
Louis chapters. In addition, a golf outing is planned for April 25th to
add in some extra fun before the conference begins.

You will not find a more informative, educational and targeted con-
ference in the area. Speakers will address the most relevant and chal-
lenging topics relating to our firms and careers. More information will
be distributed as the event moves closer. Mark your calendar for these
dates and make plans to attend! 

The Magic of Marketing: Marketing Communication
Awards ceremony on May 9 began at the Renaissance
Mansion in Omaha with drinks, dinner and a 
beautiful ambience accented with a stunning rabbit ice
sculpture. Next, SMPS Nebraska members and guests
enjoyed an amusing show filled with hilarious and engag-
ing magic. Then came the purpose of our evening„the
presentation of the marketing communications awards.

Winners included:
Marketing Person of the Year
Melissa Scaturro … AMI Environmental, Omaha

Non-Printed Piece … Small Firm
1st Place … Thiele Geotech, Inc., Omaha
(In house video)

Printed Piece … Large Firm
1st Place … HDR, Omaha (AWWA Advertisement)
2nd Place … Alvine Engineering, Omaha 
(Branding Campaign)

3rd Place… Alvine Aquatics, Omaha 
(Branding Campaign)
Non-Printed Piece … Large Firm
1st Place … LEO A DALY, Omaha (Website)
2nd Place… IP Design Group, Omaha 
(e-Newsletter)
3rd Place… HDR, Omaha (Website)

Honorable Mention
Lamp Rynearson & Associates, Omaha
E & A Consulting, Omaha

A great time was had by all at this wonderful 
event. Our appreciation goes out to all the 
people and firms that participated, including 
sponsors AMI Environmental, Lifestyle Professional
Window Coverings, Payless Office Products, R.L. Fauss
and Thiele Geotech, Inc.

Please consider entering some of your marketing commu-
nications pieces in 2007.

Melissa Scaturro accepts the
Marketing Person of the

Year award from Nick
Boyer.

Ta-Da! Firms Showcase Excellence at Magic of Marketing Awards Ceremony

by Angela Gallagher, Alvine Engineering
agallagher@alvine.com
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Certification is the time-tested means of
measuring a professional's credentials. It sets the
standard for architects, engineers, attorneys,
accountants and many other professionals.
Because the Certified Professional Services
Marketer (CPSM) designation is the model for
excellence within our profession, qualifying for it
demonstrates your pledge to excellence.

A skilled marketer can mean the difference
between success and mere survival for an A/E/C
firm. Becoming a CPSM gives you the 
opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge,

display your commitment to keeping on top of
trends in the industry and highlight your 
professionalism.

Please join the SMPS Nebraska chapter members
as they study for the CPSM exam this coming
year.

If you are interested in being a part of a study
group, please contact Bill Stazzoni, SMPS
Nebraska programming director, at
wstazzoni@ayarsayars.com or 402.453.8600.

Name: Jan Weidenhammer, CPSM
Job Title: National Program Coordinator/Section Manager
Company:HDR

Education: BS in Secondary Education
Years of experience in A/E/C industry: 22
Community/Organization Involvement: Past SMPS Nebraska
president and current member

Family: Husband Steve, two daughters, two stepdaughters, four
grandchildren

The sparkles, thunderous booms and crackles of July fireworks
have faded and the heat of the summer will soon be behind us.

For one SMPS Nebraska member, Jan Weidenhammer, the heat
of summer will be missed, as she prefers the heat to crisp fall
and winter days. Summer memories of her childhood bring back
days with no agenda and reading or playing all day long. Jan likes
the heat so much that she and her husband even eloped in Las
Vegas.

The lazy days of summer were far from reality for Jan this 
summer„but she did have the heat! She managed the HDR
internal transportation group conference for about 700 staff
from around the country and Canada in Scottsdale, Ariz. at the
end of July.

Coordinating this event created fireworks of its own! Jan handled
meeting and equipment arrangements, travel and hotel details and
making sure attendees had nametags and agendas. Jan•s favorite
part of this conference is meeting and making friends with others
around the company.

She has a couple of accomplishments that span all seasons„her
two daughters. Although the 700-attendee conference she worked
on was rewarding, she counts raising her smart, talented, caring
and goofy daughters as her greatest accomplishment.

Jan is happy that at every job she has had in this industry, she has
been able to encourage cooperative, friendly and even warm 
relationships between the technical and marketing staffs. Her
advice is to keep the communication warm, the projects hot and
the energy up!

As schools are gearing up for the fall, Jan encourages members to
get involved in SMPS chapter activities as group dynamics and
membership are always changing. As the saying goes, learning is a
lifelong process. There may be a new member or speaker who
shares information or a tip you need to make you even more 
successful.

Shelley Wherleyof
R.L. Fauss Builders,
Inc., in Fremont
received the CPSM
designation in May.
She is Development
and 
Services Manager for
the firm and
Treasurer for SMPS
Nebraska. Shelley is
the sixth person in
Nebraska to receive
this designation and
joins Jeanne LeBron, Jan
Weidenhammer, Connie
Crow and Bart Pugh as
fellow CPSMs.

Member Spotlight - Jan Weidenhammer, CPSM
by Jeanne Nissen, HDR
jeanne.nissen@hdrinc.com

Why should I consider becoming a Certified Professional Services Marketer? (CPSM)



4Messenger
Summer 2006

Get Involved with SMPS Nebraska!
by Wendy Harrison, LEO A DALY
wsharrison@leoadaly.com

SMPS Nebraska consists of volunteers working together to promote the marketing profession and advance
its membership. The volunteer board of directors for 2006-2007 includes:

€ Bart Pugh of Thiele Geotech, Inc.,President
€ Angie Ullman of Terracon,President Elect
€ Melissa Scaturroof AMI Environmental,Past President
€ Nick Boyer of E & A Consulting Group, Inc.,Membership Director
€ Bill Stazzoni of Ayars & Ayars,Program Director
€ Wendy Harrisonof LEO A DALY, Communications Director
€ Shelley Wherleyof R.L. Fauss,Treasurer
€ Michelle Hilding of Lamp, Rynearson & Associates,Secretary

Become more involved with your chapter! The position of director-at-large is open. The director-at-large
handles special event planning and coordination. The membership, program, communications and regional
conference committees can also use help. If you are interested in becoming involved in any of these 
capacities, please contact Bart Pugh at bpugh@thielegeotech.com or 402.556.2171.

SMPS Nebraska hosted a
walking tour of midtown
Omaha's Gold Coast 
neighborhood with tour
guide Paul Nelson, an
architect with BVH
Architects and board 
member of Landmarks,
Inc., on June 13. Jennifer
Honebrink with Alley
Poyner Architects also
helped guide the tour.

The group walked the area
south of Dodge Street
from 36th to 39th streets,
stopping to see the interiors

of the First Central
Congregational Church,
Mary Reed Residence, now
the law office of Gast &
McClellan, and the Higgins
Residence, also known as
the Renaissance Mansion.

Other stops included the
interiors of the
Bradford/Pettis Residence,
currently the House of
Montessori, and the
Morsman Residence, which
is now being used by the
Omaha Women•s Club.

Participants Learn About History, Architecture on Gold Coast Walking Tour 

Paul Nelson begins the Gold Coast walking tour at the First Central
Congregational Church, as Jamie Avey (left) and Molly Maguire of HDR listen.


